Dubian (Eric Labelle)

21-2530 Avenue de Monceaux

Québec (Québec) G1T 2N7

Canada

Phone: (418) 802-2490  

Fax: (418) 681-0007

Eric Labelle's Dubian project is a one man avalanche of Dub. Taking his experience as a street musician where, along with his own compositions, he's known for his interpretations of Neil Young, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Blind Willie Johnson and Woodie Guthrie, Labelle's Dubian bring to the board references as unorthodox as his own sound. 

Who turned you onto Dub? 

I turned myself on to dub honestly. I just heard the track King Tubby's Answer one day on student radio.  I got my hands on all the dubs that I could find after that. It became obvious that the mixing console, something I'd been using to do live sound and to mix rock sessions could become a compositional tool in its own right.  live and post production audio for a local television station but this opened me up to a new approach. My nitty gritty Dub education came from talking to artists like Digital K and Scientist himself, among others, who spent their time sharing anecdotes and relating great, and sometimes little known, techniques. This sounds lame but it was like from then on I could call what I did Dub because Dub I knew it was more than spring reverb and rootsy riddims. 

Since then I've taken every opportunity to talk to people who have shown an interest in my music and I've had the chance to make a lot of great friends. Sine One (Antwerp, Belgium) recently did a great dubstep remix of Los huevos del gato (for the B-side of the upcoming Russell Watts Dub 12”) and Sweet-T and the Section (Glasgow, Scotland) and I are going to be pounding out hot brassy dubs together this spring for an album we'll release in good time. I'll also be doing dates with my friends f_actorvisuals (Lisbon, Portugal) throughout the month of June in Portugal and Europe and xx+xy visuals (Rome, Italy) and myself are also in the pre-production stage of a fresh collaboration.

Why call the project Dubian? 

The name Dubian is a compound word and has nothing to do with Dubai or the UAE: It's a blend of Dub and Debian. Debian is a GNU/Linux distribution and the platform on which I was working when I was first listening to Dub. I must have reinstalled the software dozens of times before I got it all working and there was a spot where the installer kept asking me to decide on a server name for my computer and by default it suggested Debian. After a while, when I was a bit bored having gone through the motions before, I started changing my server name to Dubian as a joke. A few days later when I burned some song demos for a friend, I labeled the CD Dubian and it just stuck. 

How would you describe your sound?

Rawkgrrl's ( HYPERLINK "http://www.rawkgrrl.com/"www.rawkgrrl.com) editor Christine Atkinson once wrote that it was like onion peel. It's sounds as beautifully absurd as Sisyphus would have felt if he'd just focused on getting the rock up the mountain and not how unfair it is he has to.  Every thing's always changing, always different whether we realize it or not. It's like the Zen poem John Cage made notorious: if you find something boring, do it over and over. It's music that gives the impression of always changing while also appearing to stand very still. I compose a phrase and then create an arrangement around it  which I then cut apart and rework using a different part base for my mix than the original phrase. It's a sort of reverse engineering where my idea builds up, then gets torn apart and finally put back together in a mix that's unrecognizable. Sometimes one phrase will lead to a lot of mixes. I guess it's like musical plus-value. 

